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All samples taken will be subject to further bacteriological and toxicological analyses. The toxicological analysis 

will be carried out at the Forensic Science Laboratory. The results are expected in the coming days and will be 

made available as soon as possible. 

This report provides an update on the established facts with regards to the electra dolphins (also 
known as melon-headed whales) found on the coast of Mauritius over the past three days. 

• Wednesday 26 August 18 deceased dolphins
• Thursday 27 August 8 additional dolphins
• Friday, 28 August  10 more dolphins were found 

• In total, 37 animals found dead in the lagoon of the South East region

• Initial results do not indicate that these animals succumbed to the effects of the fuel spill 
following the running aground of the MV Wakashio 
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Integrated Monitoring Plan parties 

National Environment Laboratory (NEL)
Mauritius Oceanography Institute (MOI)
Albion Fisheries Research Centre (AFRC).

National Coast Guard (NCG)
Special Mobile Force (SMF)

University of Mauritius
Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF)
Reef Conservation 
Eco-Sud

Commonwealth Secretariat
Japanese Disaster Relief (JDR) 
Indian Coast Guard 
ITOPF, CEDRE
Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas)

UK Aid

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
Maritime and Coast Guard Agency (MCA)
Department for Environmental and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 
Department for International Development (DFID)

Scientists Dr Sue Ware,  Dr Phillipe Bersuder, and Dr Michelle Devlin
and Mr Andrew Bell Shipping Legal expert and British High Commissioner 
Keith Allan in discussion with Khemraj Servansing Commissioner of Police 
and Chair of National Crisis Committee.
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THE PRINCIPLES OF A MONITORING PLAN
•When do we need to monitor?
•Why do we monitor?
•What do we monitor?
•Where do we monitor?
•How frequently do we monitor?
•When to stop monitoring
•Survey design
•Co-ordination and an Integrated Approach

SURVEY PLANNING
•Purpose
•Establishment of baseline data and information
•Design process
•Site selection
•Statistical considerations

SAMPLE COLLECTION AND MANAGEMENT
•Introduction
•Sampling
•Sample preparation
•Sample labelling and tracking
•Transport and storage

KEY METHODOLOGIES
•Chemical analysis
•Ecotoxicology in Post-incident monitoring
•Ecological Assessment – General guidance
•Ecological Assessment – Specific resources: 
habitats and wildlife
•Modelling
•Remote sensing, autonomous platforms and 
other technologies



Help the Mauritian government departments and agencies and other relevant bodies to

Develop an integrated approach to post spill monitoring and assessment applying best scientific
practice introduced in the UK Premiam guidelines.

Monitor and assess both physical impacts at the casualty site and also any issues resulting from
the entry of oil into the lagoon and coastal areas.

Contribute to a long-term strategy to consider the ecological assets and what remediation and
mitigation is required



The concentration of oil and grease and the dissolved oxygen measurements taken in shoreline samples 
from 26 July to the 29 August. Sampling was daily and undertaken by Mauritius Oceanographic Institute, 
National Environmental Laboratory and AFRC. 

One of the modelling approaches applied to help estimate the footprint of oil released from the 
grounded vessel. 

Modelling and mapping of the movement of the oil spill has provided information on the extent 
and duration of the oil on the coastal communities and marine environment. Knowledge of where 
the oil has gone informs the clean-up action and will identify areas of high risk, where long term 
monitoring and mitigation actions will be required 
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